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Statement on the American Medical Association’s Support for Health Care
Reform Legislation
July 16, 2009

I am grateful that the doctors of the AMA
have chosen to support health insurance re-
form that will lower costs, expand coverage,
and assure choice and quality health care for

all Americans. Along with the Nation’s nurses,
these doctors are joining the chorus of Ameri-
cans who know that the time to reform what is
broken about our health care system is now.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Designating
Emergency Funds To Enhance Capabilities To Combat the Global
Influenza Outbreak
July 16, 2009

Dear Madam Speaker:

On June 24, I signed into law the Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, 2009 (Public Law
111–32). Within the Act, the Congress appro-
priated $7.65 billion to the Department of
Health and Human Services for the 2009–
H1N1 influenza outbreak, including a $5.8 bil-
lion contingent appropriation for an influenza
pandemic. My Administration appreciates the
emergency appropriations that the Congress
provided and has initiated the development
and procurement of 2009–H1N1 vaccines, is
expanding the domestic and international sur-
veillance activities, and is preparing for the
possibility that a mass immunization campaign
may be needed in the fall.

To enhance our Nation’s capability to re-
spond to the potential spread of this outbreak,
and in accordance with the appropriation, I
hereby designate $1.825 billion of the contin-
gent appropriation as emergency funds re-
quired to address critical needs related to

emerging influenza viruses (specifically, the vi-
rus known as 2009–H1N1). These funds will
support additional procurement of adjuvant
for dose-sparing of vaccine antigen; immuniza-
tion campaign planning; regulatory activities
for H1N1 at the Food and Drug Administra-
tion; and funding for the administration of an
injury compensation program.

There remains much uncertainty about the
outbreak and its potential to return this fall
during the northern hemisphere flu season.
We continue to watch the evolution of the
2009–H1N1 virus and the worldwide out-
breaks and are working diligently to plan and
prepare for a national response, should it be
necessary. 

We will communicate with you further in
the future should additional funds be re-
quired.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Former Liberian Regime of Charles Taylor
July 16, 2009

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its decla-

ration, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a no-
tice stating that the emergency is to continue
in effect beyond the anniversary date. In ac-
cordance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed
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notice stating that the national emergency and
related measures dealing with the former Libe-
rian regime of Charles Taylor are to continue in
effect beyond July 22, 2009.

The actions and policies of former Liberian
President Charles Taylor and other persons, in
particular their unlawful depletion of Liberian
resources and their removal from Liberia and
secreting of Liberian funds and property, con-
tinue to undermine Liberia’s transition to de-
mocracy and the orderly development of its po-
litical, administrative, and economic institutions
and resources. These actions and policies con-
tinue to pose an unusual and extraordinary

threat to the foreign policy of the United States.
For these reasons, I have determined that it is
necessary to continue the national emergency
with respect to the former Liberian regime of
Charles Taylor.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
July 16, 2009.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 17. The notice is
listed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks Celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the NAACP in New York City
July 16, 2009

The President. Thank you. Hello, NAACP.
Thank you. Please, everybody, have a seat.
Thank you. What an extraordinary night, cap-
ping off an extraordinary week, capping off an
extraordinary 100 years at the NAACP. To
Chairman Bond, Brother Justice, I am so grate-
ful to all of you for being here. And it’s just good
to be among friends.

It is an extraordinary honor to be here, in the
city where the NAACP was formed, to mark its
centennial. What we celebrate tonight is not
simply the journey the NAACP has traveled,
but the journey that we as Americans have trav-
eled over the past 100 years.

It’s a journey that takes us back to a time be-
fore most of us was—were born, long before
the Voting Rights Act and the Civil Rights Act
and Brown v. Board of Education, back to an
America just a generation past slavery. It was a
time when Jim Crow was a way of life, when
lynchings were all too common, when race riots
were shaking cities across a segregated land.

It was in this America where an Atlanta
scholar named W.E.B. Du Bois, a man of tow-
ering intellect and a fierce passion for justice,
sparked what became known as the Niagara
movement, where reformers united not by col-
or but by cause, where an association was born
that would, as its charter says, promote equality
and eradicate prejudice among citizens of the
United States.

From the beginning, these founders under-
stood how change would come, just as King and
all the civil rights giants did later. They under-
stood that unjust laws needed to be overturned,
that legislation needed to be passed, and that
Presidents needed to be pressured into action.
They knew that the stain of slavery and the sin
of segregation had to be lifted in the courtroom
and in the Legislature and in the hearts and the
minds of Americans.

They also knew that here in America change
would have to come from the people. It would
come from people protesting lynchings, rallying
against violence, all those women who decided
to walk instead of taking the bus, even though
they were tired after a long day of doing some-
body else’s laundry, looking after somebody
else’s children. It would come from men and
women of every age and faith and every race
and region taking Greyhounds on freedom
rides, sitting down at Greensboro lunch coun-
ters, registering voters in rural Mississippi,
knowing they would be harassed, knowing they
would be beaten, knowing that some of them
might never return.

Because of what they did, we are a more per-
fect Union. Because Jim Crow laws were over-
turned, Black CEOs today run Fortune 500
companies. Because civil rights laws were
passed, Black mayors and Black Governors,
Members of Congress serve in places where
they might once have been able, not just to vote
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